
 

                                       Volume 3, Issue 11, November 2018                                         ISSN (online): 2456-0006 

          International Journal of Science Technology 

                      Management and Research 
                                                Available online at: www.ijstmr.com 

                                                                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                                                                   

 

IJSTMR © 2018 | All Rights Reserved  1 

 

Review Paper: Multimodal and Intuitive Hand 

Gesture Recognition for In-Vehicle Control Systems 

 
Mr. Mahendra Dattatray Raut 

Government Polytechnic, Nashik
 

 

Abstract-: The increasing complexity of in-vehicle infotainment and control systems has led to growing concerns about 

driver distraction. Traditional tactile interfaces, such as buttons and touchscreens, require visual attention, diverting the 

driver’s eyes from the road. This review paper examines the evolution and current state of hand gesture recognition 

systems designed for automotive applications. We analyze four key approaches: (1) a multi-sensor system combining 

radar, color, and depth cameras with a deep neural network, (2) a review of vision-based gesture control concepts, (3) a 

sensor-laden "Magic Glove" hardware controller, and (4) a multimodal vision-based system using RGB-D data. By 

comparing their methodologies, sensor fusion techniques, classification algorithms, and reported performance, this paper 

identifies trends in robustness, power efficiency, and real-time operation. Findings indicate that while vision-based 

systems offer contactless convenience, radar-fused deep learning models provide superior robustness under varying 

lighting conditions, and wearable interfaces offer high precision at the cost of natural interaction. 
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I. Introduction 

Modern vehicles are equipped with numerous functions, including music, navigation, communication, and climate control. 

Interacting with these functions often requires drivers to take their hands off the steering wheel and eyes off the road. According to 

a report cited in [1, 2], driver distraction was involved in 22% of motor vehicle-related injuries in 2008. This has driven the 

automotive industry to explore alternative human-machine interfaces (HMIs), with hand gesture recognition emerging as a promising 

solution. 

Gesture-based control allows drivers to perform actions (e.g., volume up, answer a call, next track) using natural hand movements. 

Unlike voice control, gestures are silent and do not suffer from ambient noise; unlike touch screens, they require no visual focus [2]. 

However, implementing reliable gesture recognition inside a car is challenging due to varying illumination, shadows, occlusions, 

and power constraints [1, 4]. This review synthesizes research from four key papers, each tackling the problem from a different 

angle: fusing multiple sensors (radar, camera, depth), using wearable hardware (instrumented glove), or relying solely on computer 

vision with RGB and depth data. 

 

II. Overview of Reviewed Papers 

  

  

Paper 

Ref. 
Title 

Core 

Technology 
Sensors Used Classifier 

[1] 

Multi-Sensor 

Gesture 

Recognition (Deep 

Learning) 

Sensor fusion + 

3D CNN 

Radar, Color 

Camera, TOF 

Depth Camera 

Convolutional 

DNN 

[2] 

Review on Gestures 

to Control Car 

Functions (GAC) 

Conceptual 

review + 

camera-based 

Embedded 

Camera 

Database 

comparison 

[3] 

Magic Glove - 

Wireless Hardware 

Controller 

Wearable 

hardware 

Flex, Force, 

Gyroscopic 

sensors 

Microcontroller 

mapping 
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Paper 

Ref. 
Title 

Core 

Technology 
Sensors Used Classifier 

[4] 

Hand Gesture 

Recognition in Real 

Time for 

Automotive 

Vision-based 

(RGB-D) 

RGB + Depth 

Camera 
HOG + SVM 

 

 

III. Sensor Technologies and Fusion Strategies 

      A. Vision-Only and RGB-D Approaches 

Paper [4] (Ohn-Bar & Trivedi) presents a purely vision-based system using a color camera and a time-of-flight depth sensor mounted 

on the center console. The system uses depth data to segment the hand and RGB data for appearance features. This approach is 

contactless and low-cost but suffers significantly under direct sunlight, low light at night, and harsh shadows. The authors report a 

sharp drop in accuracy (from ~92% to 56% for cross-subject tests) under uncontrolled illumination [4]. 

 

 B. Radar-Vision Fusion 

To overcome lighting limitations, paper [1] introduces a novel multi-sensor system comprising a short-range FMCW radar (24 GHz), 

a color camera, and a TOF depth camera. Key advantages of radar include: 

• Illumination invariance: Radar works equally well in darkness or bright sunlight. 

• Low power: The radar consumes <1W (potentially 15mW with optimization), whereas cameras consume ~2.5W. 

• Penetration: Radar signals can pass through plastic, allowing hidden placement. 

The system keeps only the radar always ON. When motion is detected, it wakes up the cameras, reducing overall power consumption 

by ~50% compared to an always-on vision system [1]. 

C. Wearable Hardware – The Magic Glove 

Paper [3] (Dekate et al.) takes a different approach: a wearable "Magic Glove" equipped with a flex sensor on the index finger 

(measuring bend for acceleration), a force sensor on the ring finger (for reverse), and a 2D gyroscope on the wrist (for steering). 

This hardware-based method provides high-precision, continuous analog control (e.g., proportional speed). However, it 

requires the driver to wear a glove and remain connected via a cable to a control unit, which is intrusive and less practical for 

everyday driving [3]. 
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D. Calibration and Registration 

A critical step for multi-sensor fusion is calibration. Paper [1] proposes a rigid transformation between radar and depth sensors by 

tracking a moving spherical ball. Voronoi tessellation is then used to extrapolate sparse radar velocity measurements across the 

entire hand region segmented by the depth camera. This produces a registered "radar image" (velocity layer) aligned with depth and 

grayscale frames. 

IV. Gesture Detection and Classification Methods 

 

 Deep Neural Networks (Paper 1) 

The most sophisticated classifier is the 3D Convolutional Neural Network (CNN) used in [1]. The network architecture includes: 

• Two 3D convolutional layers (25 kernels, 5×5×5) with tanh activation. 

• Two max-pooling layers (2×2×2). 

• Two fully-connected layers (1024 and 128 neurons, ReLU). 

• Softmax output for 10 gesture classes (e.g., left/right swipe, shake, CW/CCW rotation, call). 

• Dropout (p=0.5) and weight decay (0.0005) to prevent overfitting. 

Gestures are temporally normalized to 60 frames. The DNN automatically learns spatiotemporal filters from the three sensor 

channels (depth, radar, optical). The best accuracy (94.1%) was achieved using all three sensors, outperforming depth-only (90.9%) 

and optical-only (60.1%). 

 

 Handcrafted Features + SVM (Paper 4) 

 

In contrast, paper [4] uses hand-engineered features: 

• HOG (Histogram of Oriented Gradients) for spatial shape. 

• HOG² applying HOG again over time to capture motion. 

• HOG3D and dense trajectories for spatiotemporal description. 

These features are fed into an SVM with linear, RBF-χ², or Histogram Intersection Kernel (HIK). The best result on 19 gestures was 

64.5% (RGB+D) using HOG+HOG² with HIK SVM, significantly lower than the DNN approach. However, on a simplified 4-

gesture set, accuracy reached 99.7% [4]. 

4.3 Threshold and Rule-Based (Paper 2 & 3) 

Paper [2] describes a conceptual "Gesture Air Control" (GAC) system using predefined mappings (e.g., "V" sign for call answer, 

swipe for volume). Paper [3] maps analog sensor values directly to RC car commands: gyroscope tilt → steering angle, flex bend 

→ speed, force press → reverse. These methods are fast and simple but lack adaptability and robustness to gesture variation. 

 

 

V. Performance Comparison and Challenges 

 

A. Illumination Robustness 

 

 

Table 1 summarizes accuracy under different lighting conditions from paper [1]: 
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Condition Depth+Radar (DR) DRO (All sensors) Ohn-Bar & Trivedi (HOG) 

Night 93.3% 93.3% 77.8% 

Evening 97.0% 98.5% 97.5% 

Day (Shadow) 90.3% 91.7% 87.0% 

Day (Bright Sunlight) 79.1% 92.5% 79.1% 

 

The radar-visual fusion (DRO) maintains high accuracy even under bright sunlight where depth sensors fail, whereas pure vision 

systems degrade sharply [1, 4]. 

 

B. Generalization Across Subjects 

   Both learning-based systems struggle with unseen users. Paper [1] reports a leave-one-subject-out accuracy of only 75.1% (three 

sensors), and paper [4] reports 56-65% for 19 gestures. This highlights the need for larger, more diverse datasets and potentially 

user-adaptive or online learning. 

 

C. Power Consumption 

A major advantage of radar-triggered systems is power saving. The radar consumes <1W continuously, while cameras (2.5W) are 

active only during gestures. Assuming 10 gestures/hour of 2 seconds each, total average power is ~1.14W, compared to 2.5W for 

always-on vision – a ~50% reduction. A power-optimized radar (15mW) would yield a 16x reduction [1]. 

 

VI. Discussion and Future Directions 

 

a. Intuitiveness vs. Precision 

Wearable gloves [3] offer high precision and continuous control (e.g., variable speed) but are unnatural for daily driving. 

Vision/radar systems are contactless and intuitive but currently excel at discrete gestures (swipe, rotate) rather than analog control. 

Hybrid approaches could combine coarse gesture detection with fine-grained hand tracking. 

 

b. The Role of Deep Learning 

The superior performance of 3D CNNs [1] over handcrafted features [4] suggests that end-to-end learning from raw multi-sensor 

data is the most promising path. Future systems could incorporate micro-Doppler signatures directly from radar as features, or use 

recurrent neural networks (RNNs) for continuous gesture spotting without explicit segmentation. 

 

c. Standardization and Safety 

As noted in [2], standardizing a core gesture set (e.g., next, previous, accept, decline) across manufacturers would reduce driver 

learning curves. Safety validation – ensuring gestures are not triggered accidentally – remains an open challenge. Radar's ability to 

measure velocity thresholds can help reject spurious motions. 

 

d. Limitations of Current Studies 

All studies are limited by small subject pools (3-8 subjects) and simulated or parked-vehicle conditions. Real-world driving involves 

road vibrations, dynamic lighting, and driver physical effort (turning wheel). Future evaluations must occur in naturalistic driving. 

 

Conclusion 

 

       Hand gesture recognition for automotive interfaces has matured significantly, moving from conceptual button-replacement to 

robust multi-sensor intelligence. This review compared four distinct approaches: deep sensor fusion (radar+camera+depth), pure 

RGB-D vision, conceptual GAC, and a wearable glove. The key findings are: 

1.No single sensor is sufficient: Radars provide illumination invariance and low-power wake-up; cameras and depth sensors provide 

shape and color detail. Fusing them, as in [1], yields the highest robustness (94.1% accuracy across lighting conditions). 

2.Deep learning outperforms handcrafted features: A 3D CNN automatically learns optimal spatiotemporal filters, outperforming 

HOG+SVM by 5-23% depending on the test. 

3. Power efficiency can be built-in: A radar-always-on, camera-only-when-moving architecture reduces power consumption by 

~50%. 

4.Wearable devices offer precision but lack practicality: The Magic Glove [3] is excellent for specialized applications but unlikely 

for consumer automotive adoption. 

Future work should focus on larger naturalistic datasets, continuous gesture segmentation, and integration with driver monitoring 

systems. 
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